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The United States Postal Service hereby moves that it be permitted to file late its 

April 5th and 6th, 2004 responses to interrogatories submitted by Douglas Carlson and 

the Office of the Consumer Advocate.  The interrogatories were filed on March 19, 

2004.1  The responses were due to have been filed on April 2, 2004.  With certain 

exceptions,2 responses were filed either yesterday or today. 

Independent computer problems affecting the Postal Service’s witness and 

undersigned counsel resulted in electronic versions of draft interrogatory responses 

being inaccessible to both for a considerable portion of the afternoon of the April 2nd due 

date.  When the electronic documents were ultimately recovered, the review necessary 

to ensure that the intended responses were intact and the formatting necessary for filing 

could not be completed in time on that date.  To minimize the prejudice to Complainant, 

electronic copies of the responses that would be filed were informally transmitted to him 

that evening.  It was anticipated then that responses to both sets would be filed formally 

on Monday, April 5th. 

As it turned out, only the responses to the Carlson interrogatories were filed on 

April 5th.  Correction of a nettlesome formatting glitch in the OCA responses was 

realized only after the intervention of several attorneys and secretaries on April 5th, 

                                                 
1 DFC/USPS-T1 through 25 and OCA/USPS-T1-1 through 8. 
2 Internal consultations necessary for the preparation of responses to the following interrogatories are ongoing: 
DFC/USPS-T1-16, 20-22 and 25; OCA/USPS-T1-6(b) and 7(a) and 8.  Responses will be filed as soon as possible. 

Postal Rate Commission
Submitted 4/6/2004 4:05 pm
Filing ID:  40174



leading to the document containing those responses being electronically filed one 

minute after the 4:30 p.m. deadline.  Appropriately, the electronic filing was re-submitted 

today. 

Under the circumstances, the Postal Service believes that it has mitigated the 

prejudice that resulted from the delay in the filing of its responses and requests that 

each filing be accepted. 
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